Dr. Strangelove: or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb

 Essay Starter Kit (just add water)

Basics.
( Must not be a plot summary.

( Should have a clear thesis statement, an introduction and conclusion, coherent paragraphs, and a logical organization.

( Should assume your classmates (and not your teacher) as your potential audience. Write it as if your audience has seen Strangelove.

( Think of your essay as an interpretation/analysis of the work; you are the expert on it, seeking to help your readers, who have seen the film but do not understand it fully.

( The events in the work itself should be talked about in present tense, as if they are still going on.  Thus "Dr. Strangelove is not able to fully control his still-Nazi hand" not "Dr. Strangelove was not able to control his still-Nazi hand."

( Proofread/edit carefully.

( The title of a movie or a novel or a television series should be in italics or underlined: Dr. Strangelove or Dr. Strangelove not "Dr. Strangelove."
Dr. Strangelove: or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964). Written by Peter George, Terry Southern, and Stanley Kubrick and directed by Kubrick. Running time: 93 minutes).
The Cast
	General Jack D. Ripper
	Sterling Hayden
	President Merkin Muffley
	Peter Sellers

	General Buck Turgidson
	George C. Scott
	Captain Lionel Mandrake
	Peter Sellers

	Major Kong
	Slim Pickens
	Dr. Strangelove
	Peter Sellers

	Sergeant Bat Guano
	Keenan Wynn
	
	


Introductory Paragraph Stanley Kubrick’s 1964 film Dr. Strangelove: Or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb was not originally intended to be a comedy. Envisioned as an adaptation of Peter George’s serious book (Red Alert) about how an accidental nuclear war with the USSR could happen, the project became, in the hands of Kubrick and writer Terry Southern, and with the performances of Peter Sellers (in multiple roles), Slim Pickens, George C. Scott, and Sterling Hayden, a black humor masterpiece about the unthinkable. [(use in any way you like, including cannibalizing word for word without credit]: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx [add an appropriate thesis statement here]
A Few Possible Topics: ( A general analysis of the main characters: The President, General Turgidson, Major Kong, with a paragraph devoted to each ( A detailed analysis of one of these characters, with, perhaps, a paragraph devoted to each of his/her individual traits ( A comparison/contrast of Peter Sellers’ three performances as The President, Mandrake, Strangelove ( An examination of Strangelove’s humor, with particular attention paid to its darkness ( A consideration of the film’s visual dimension: its b/w cinematography, its mise-en-scene, the set-design, use of cinema verite techniques ( A consideration of the music ( An essay that locates Strangelove in film history ( An essay on the significance of names in Strangelove.
