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Item [Specific Series]—Gloss

Aberdeen [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the rim planets in the Kalidasa

system. Not much is known about it otherwise. [Sara Hays]

Active Architecture [Dollhouse]—It is unclear whether this is actual
hardware implanted in an Active’s brain or if it is a set of software which
allows for acceptance of Imprints; however, initially, an individual can only
be imprinted if they have been wiped and this Architecture has been

installed. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

actives [Dollhouse]—Dolls currently assigned personalities and operating

in the field, supervised by a Handler at all times. [Tom Cruz]

actuals [Dollhouse]—Anyone who has not been imprinted or wiped.

[Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Alliance, the [Firefly/Serenity]—A corrupt group who originally came
together to bring all the worlds under one banner. Mal and Zoe fought the

Alliance in the war. [Tori Warenik]

An individual under contract to the Dollhouse whose personality has been

removed or "wiped" in order to allow them to be programmed or "imprinted"
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with alternate personalities in order to complete engagements. [Sarah

Gray-Panesi]

Angel Investigations [Angel]—Angel Investigations is run by Angel at the
urging of Cordelia, starving actress and Buffy alum. Angel Investigations
helps those who can’t help themselves. In the beginning, Angel does not
take money for his services but Cordelia and Doyle, a half demon, urge him
that he needs to bring in money for helping the people Doyle sees via his

visions. [Tori Warenik]

Annoited One, the [BtVS]—The Master's "great warrior" in his battle
against the Slayer. Buffy mistakenly assumes he will come in the form of
Andrew Vorba, a psychotic killer; instead, he is a young boy named Colin.
The Anointed One assumes the Master's place as leader after his death.
However, when Spike comes to town in "School Hard", he soon Kills the

vampire child he has termed "The Annoying One." [Cori Mathis]

Ariel [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the Central Planets located in the White
Sun system. It is a mostly metropolitan city covered in booming, steel-and-
glass cities full of modern technology and fine restaurants. Of particular
note are the state-of-the-art medical facilities, one of which [St. Lucy’s [is
the target of Simon Tam’s plan to steal medical supplies and to get a brain
scan for his sister, River, in the episode “Ariel.” It's moons are Ariopolis,

Shiva, and Poseidon. [Sara Hays]

Ascension, the [BtVS]—The process by which a human becomes the living
embodiment of a demon. Richard Wilkins, the Mayor of Sunnydale, attempts
to achieve this on the Scoobies' graduation day. He succeeds, though he is

quickly blown to pieces thereafter. [Cori Mathis]

Astonishing X-Men—An ongoing comic series published by Marvel
beginning in 2004. The first twenty-four issues were written by Joss Whedon
and illustrated John Cassady. Whedon was succeeded by Warren Ellis, who
wrote issues 25-36 with Simone Bianchi illustrating and Phil Jimenez filling

in for Bianchi on some issues. (Ellis also did the limited series Astonishing
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X-men: Xenogenesis [issues 36-47] along with writers Daniel Way, Christos
Gage, and Greg Pak and illustrators Jason Peason, Mike Mckone, and Juan
Bobillo.) Since issue 48, Marjorie Liu has been writing the series with Mike
Perkins illustrating. While existing within the Marvel Universe, the series is
well-known for distancing itself from the major events and continuity

limitations of the Marvel Universe proper. [Tom Cruz]

Athens [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets located in the
Georgia system, it is considered to be on the edge of civilized space. Its
fourth moon is Whitefall, the home of Patience, the colonist leader who tries

to sabotage Mal and Zoe in the episode “Serenity.” [Sara Hays]

Athlete, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—One of the five archetypal
characters (also including The Whore, The Scholar, The Fool, and the Virgin)
who annually gather at the cabin in the woods in order to be ritually

slaughtered.]

Attic, the [Dollhouse]—A kind of prison to which dolls, handlers, or
employees of the Rossum Corporation deemed too dangerous or
untrustworthy are sentenced after being stripped of their personalities and
reduced to mindless shells. [Tom Cruz] If an Active is "broken" or any
other employee of the Dollhouse becomes problematic, they are wiped of
any and all awareness and sent to the Attic. Originally believed to be a
state of maddening "almost thought" used strictly as punishment, the Attic
is actually discovered to be Rossum's supercomputer. Kept in a state of
constant terror, Attic residents' brains become a worldwide neural network,

which ensures maximum computing power. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Auriga, The USS [Alien Resurrection]—The space craft in Alien
Resurrection used for experimentation on kidnapped human hosts in an

attempt to breed aliens for study. [Dawn Schock]

Bad Horse [Dr. Horrible]—The leader of the Evil League of Evil. [Tori
Warenik]
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Battle of Serenity Valley [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the bloodiest
battles in the war with the Alliance. It is said that the Browncoats fell here.
[Tori Warenik]

Battle of Sunnydale High School, First [BtVS]—Occasion of the first
destruction of Sunnydale High School. Buffy, the Scoobies, and the rest of
their graduating class join forces to defeat the Mayor, who intends to
ascend and become the living embodiment of a demon. He plans to do this
on Buffy and her friends' graduation day, as this will ensure he has plenty
of human snacks to complete his transformation. Buffy leads the snake-

Mayor to the library, where she and Giles blow him up. [Cori Mathis]

Battle of Sunnydale High School, Second [BtVS]—The last time
Sunnydale High School was destroyed, along with the rest of the town. In
her battle against the First, Buffy takes her army of Scoobies and Potentials
directly into the Hellmouth, which is located underneath the principal's
office of the new high school. This battle leaves Spike, Anya, and Potential
Amanda dead (though Spike eventually comes back in Angel). [Cori
Mathis]

Beaumonde [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the rim planets in the Kalidasa
system. It is a predominately industrial planet full of factories, many of
which are owned by the Blue Sun Corporation, causing the planet to have a
pollution problem and to be covered by a perpetual haze. The Beaumonde
countryside is where Mal inadvertently gains Saffron as a wife in the

episode “Our Mrs. Reynolds.” [Sara Hays]

Bellerephon [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the Central Planets located in the
White Sun system. The only purpose of the planet is to house private
estates for the wealthy, who get all of the finest goods shipped in from off
world thus there are no shops or restaurants. There Bellerophon Estates are
the home of Durran Haymer, from whom the Serenity crew steals the

antique Lassiter laser pistol in the episode “Trash.” [Sara Hays]
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Bellerephon Estates [Firefly/Serenity]—The luxury community from

which the Serenity crew conspires to steal the Lassiter. [Sara Hays]

Bellwether Studios—The micro-studio founded by Joss Whedon and Kai

Cole in order to originally produce Much Ado About Nothing.]

Bernedette [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the Central Planets located in the
White Sun system. It was the third planet colonized after Londinium and
Sihnon. It is the traditional point from which those wishing to leave and
settle on border or rim worlds embark, for which reason it is the home of
the official resettlement bureau. This fact also has unfortunately made the
planet the hub of a booming underground slave trade. Its moons are

Nautilus and Spinrad. [Sara Hays]

Betting Board, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—A giant white board,
supervised by Hadley and Sitterson, listing all the possible monsters that
may be activated by the choices made by the five visitors in the cabin's
basement and the wagers made by the various divisions in the organization.
[Tori Warenik]

Betty, The [Alien Resurrection]—A dilapidated transport ship, under the
command of Captain Frank Elgyn, utilized by a motley band of smugglers

and mercenaries in the 1997 film Alien Resurrection. [Dan Copp]

Beylix [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the rim planets in the Kalidasa system.
It was used as a rendezvous point by smugglers, probably because it is
covered by a dense layer of clouds. Mal’'s friend Monty was apprehended

here. [Sara Hays]

Big Bad [BtVS]—The major villain typically responsible for setting the
large events of each season of Buffy the Vampire Slayer and repeatedly
antagonizing the Scooby Gang. Notable Big Bads include The Master, The
Mayor, and the First Evil. [Tom Cruz]

Bizarro World [BtVS]—An alternate reality in "The Wish," in which Willow

and Xander are vampires, the Master rules Sunnydale, and Buffy is a slayer
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in Cleveland.Created by the vengeance demon Anyanka when Cordelia
wishes that Buffy had never come to Sunnydale (Cordelia calls it Bizarro
World). The timeline is set back to normal when Giles smashes Anyanka’s
amulet, but the side effect is that it causes the demon to lose her power

and become the human Anya. [Sara Hays]
Black, the [Firefly/Serenity]—Deep space.]

Blanket Signal [Dollhouse]—Remote imprint signals sent out by Rossum
after the Thought-pocalypse which can render an Actual into either a Dumb
Show or a Butcher, or worse, imprint them with someone else’s personality.

[Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Blue Sun Corporation [Firefly/Serenity]—Intergalactic mega corporation
that financed and conducted sadistic brain experiments on River Tam,

leaving her with psychic abilities and super-soldier skills. [Dan Copp]

Books of Ascension [BtVS]—The volumes, sought by Mayor Richard

Wilkins, describing how to ascend into a gigantic powerful serpent demon.

Boros [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets located in the
Georgia system. Criminals avoid it because of its heavy Alliance presence.

Its moon is Ares. [Sara Hays]

Bowden's Malady [Firefly/Serenity]—A degenerative disease which
affects the bones and muscles of the people who live on the planet Regina.
It is caused by the surface terraformed gases combining with the planets
original gases released from the earth in the mining process. In “"The Train
Job,” the Serenity crew is hired to steal the valuable medication Pescaline D

which treats the malady, but they later give it back. [Sara Hays]

Boxer Rebellion [BtVS/Angel]—A bloody uprising in China during 1901,
led by members of a Nationalist society called the Righteous Harmony,
spurred on by hatred of foreign Imperialism and the spread of Christianity.
Much of the resentment was stirred up due to the violence of the Opium

Wars and economic incursions by Chinese Christians and missionaries, as
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severe drought plagued much of the country and many citizens feared the
loss of their lands. The rebels were known as “"Boxers” by foreigners
because of their use of martial arts. There were many raids and many were
killed. Eventually, international troops arrived and put the rebellion
down.During a raid by rebels, Darla, Spike, and Drusilla were present and
feeding upon many civilians. Amidst the chaos, Spike encountered a Chinese
Slayer. Emboldened and strengthened by bloodlust, Spike overpowered and
killed the Slayer. This was the first of the two Slayers he is known to have
killed. Meanwhile, Angel, who had been seeking the group for some time
after being rejected for being cursed with a soul, appeared to Darla and
begged her to take him back. Out of a false sense of hope, Darla agreed and
the two met up with Spike and Drusilla, reveling in the ecstasy of Slayer
blood. Angel half-heartedly congratulated Spike, who promised to allow
Angel to kill the next Slayer they encounter edtogether. A few nights later,
Darla confronted Angel when she discovered that he had been feasting only
on rodents and criminals and that he had rescued a family of missionaries
from her. She gave Angel one last chance, revealing the family’s infant
which she stole, and demanded that he feast upon it. Unable to do so, Angel
grabbed the child and fled to take it to safety. Angel was not to see Darla
again until many, many years later when she had rejoined The Master in his
conflict with Buffy. (Sources: BtVS: “Fool for Love,” Angel: “Darla”) [Luke
Patton]

Bringers [BtVS]—Blind minions of The First.

Broken [Dollhouse]—An Active who routinely glitches or goes off program

is said to be broken, and usually sent to the Attic. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Bronze, the [BtVS]—Sunnydale, California night club, the location of many
of BtVS scenes.]

Browncoats [Firefly/Serenity]—Group who fought the Alliance. Can also

refer to Firefly/Serenity fans. [Tori Warenik]
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Budapest [BtVS, The Avengers]—In “Angel” (BtVS 1.7), Darla and Angel
have a conversation about Budapest and what they did there. In The
Avengers, Hawkeye and Black Widow have an eerily similar conversation
regarding their time in Budapest, with Black Widow saying, “This is just like
Budapest all over again,” and Hawkeye answering, “You and I remember

Budapest very differently.” [Tori Warenik]

Buffy Bot [BtVS]—A robot created by Warren Meers, it was originally
intended to be Spike's sex toy, but was later repurposed by the Scoobies to
fight in Buffy's place after her (second) death and keep the underworld from
knowing the Slayer has been killed. It was destroyed in a fight with a

demon gang, who chained it up and tore it apart. [Cori Mathis]

Buffyverse, the [BtVS]—The collective universe in which the Buffy the
Vampire Slayer and Angel mythologies are set. This includes the series,

comic book adaptations, and the 1992 film. [Dan Copp]

butchers [Dollhouse]—Anyone imprinted with the desire to attack and kill
anyone not imprinted with the desire to attack and kill. Butchers, for the
most part, target Actuals and Dumb-shows, not each other. [Sarah Gray-

Panesi]

"Can't Stop the Signal" [Firefly/Serenity]—The organization of Firefly

fans that succeeded in inspiring the creation of the movie Serenity.]
Capissen 38 (Serenity)—

Caritas [Angel]—The demon-friendly bar owned by The Host - later known
as Lorne. It has a spell on it which prevents any violence to take place

within its walls. [Sara Hays]

chair [Dollhouse]—Initially, the only method in which an Active can be

imprinted with a new personality. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Chitauri [The Avengers]—The other-dimensional foot soldiers of Loki's

invasion of New York.]
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claddagh ring [BtVS]—In "Surprise" (xx), Angel gives Buffy a claddagh
ring, a traditional Irish representation of love, loyalty, and friendship, to
show his love for her. In “Faith, Hope, and Trick” (3.3), Buffy deals with the
memory of Angel and lays her claddagh at the foot of Acathla, which brings

Angel back from Hell. [Tori Warenik]

Class Protector Award [BtVS]—A parasol given to Buffy Summers at her
junior prom in recognition of her defense of Sunnydale High School and its

students.]

Cleveland [BtVS]—The location, like Sunnydale, California, of a
Hellmouth.]

client [Dollhouse]—Anyone who requisitions an Active for an engagement.

[Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Companions [Firefly/Serenity]—Women who are trained in seduction and
pleasure. They choose their own clients. They are respected for their

training and skills. [Tori Warenik]

composite event [Dollhouse]—A situation in which an Active is imprinted
with multiple personalities at one time and experiences them all together.
Echo and Alpha are the only Actives ever to maintain cognitive ability after

a composite event. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Cortex, the [Firefly/Serenity]—The communication network used

throughout the 'Verse by anyone with access. [Sara Hays]

Crazy Ivan [Firefly/Serenity]—A maneuver, possible only in a Firefly
class spaceship, in which the vessel reverses the angle of its engines and
does a 180. "'Crazy Ivan' comes from a maneuver developed by Soviet
ballistic missile submarines to catch US attack subs which would try and
follow them without being detected. Basically a sharp turn to port or
starboard which allowed the Soviet sub's sonar to "see" past the cavitation

caused by its own propeller" [Ensley Guffey].]
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credits [Firefly/Serenity]—The standard currency in the 'Verse. It is

divided into smaller units called platinum. [Sara Hays]

crossovers—When the characters ordinarily appearing on one television
series put in an appearance--crossing over to--another television
series.BtVS characters Buffy, Willow, Oz, Faith, Spike, Wesley, Cordelia,
and, of course, Angel all appeared on Angel (the last four becoming

regulars).]

Cruciamentum [BtVS]—A rite of passage for Slayers, required by the
Watchers Council, in which she is put to a test without her powers

(removed by her Watcher by means of a clandestine process).]

Dance(s) of Joy and Honor [Angel]—When Angel and crew visit Pylea to
retrieve Cordy, they visit the Deathwok Clan (Lorne's family), where Numfar
(played by Joss Whedon) performs the customary dances of Joy, Shame,
and Honor. (Lorne laments that he wishes dancing was as obscure in Pylea

as music is.) Here is a link to the Dance of Joy. [Dawn Schock]

Dark Horse—Graphic novel publisher that Whedon uses to publish most of
his comics (Buffy Seasons 8 and 9, Fray, Serenity, Angel and Faith, etc.).
[Tori Warenik]

Deadwood [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the rim planets in the Blue Sun
system (not to be confused with the Blue Sun Corporation). Its moon,
Haven, is the final resting place of Shepherd Book and a temporary place of

refuge for the Serenity crew. [Sara Hays]

death ray [Dr. Horrible]—The malfunctioning Dr. Horrible-invented
weapon with which he hopes to kill Captain Hammer and accidentally (after

it explodes) kills Penny instead.]

DeBont, Jan [Speed, Twister]—A Dutch filmmaker who directed the hit
action/adventure films Speed (1994) and Twister (1996). Joss Whedon

served as a script doctor for both projects. [Dan Copp]


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XXjj0lNi48
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Deeper Well, the [Angel]—The burial grounds where the remains of
ancient demons (such as Illyria) are buried to prevent their resurrection.
The well runs through the center of the earth, with guarded entrances on
both ends. [Dawn Schock]

"Did I fall asleep?" [Dollhouse]—The customary response of an active

after waking post-wipe.

Dingoes Ate My Baby [BtVS]—Dingoes Ate My Baby--The name of Oz's
band, for which he plays guitar. The lead singer, Devon MaclLeish, once
dated Cordelia, giving him a few more appearances in the series. By Oz's
own admittance, the band isn't very good, but they often play gigs at the
Bronze and UC Sunnydale. [Cori Mathis]

Director, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—The shadowy figure who controls
the organization that oversees the eponymous cabin in Cabin in the Woods,
ensuring the ritual sacrifice of horror archetypes to appease the Ancient

Ones. [Daniel Copp]

Disruptor [Dollhouse]—A device invented by Topher Brink which allows a
Handler to wipe an Active on site rather than coaxing them back to the
House. Initially conceived as an innocent and helpful piece of technology,
the disruptor is actually one piece of a larger whole that can not only
remotely wipe an individual, but also remotely imprint them without the
installation of Active Architecture. Rossum’s use of this device eventually

brings about the Thought-pocalypse. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

dolls [Dollhouse]—Those in service to the Dollhouse when not actively
imprinted with a personality or in the field (at which they become Actives).
When not imprinted, they typically behave like innocent children, exhibiting
complete trust, obedience, serenity, and innocence, but with significantly
lowered cognition and an inability to defend themselves. See also Active /

Doll, Dumb Show, Imprint. [Sarah Gray-Panesi, Tom Cruz]
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dumb show [Dol/lhouse]—Anyone who has been remotely wiped and exists

in doll state. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]
dust [BtVS]—To stake a vampire, turning it to dust.]

"Early One Morning" [BtVS]—English folk song used to trigger Spike to
Kill for The First. When he was human, William's mother sang it to him;
because he turned and killed his mother, it is naturally upsetting to the

ensouled Spike. [Cori Mathis]

"Earth-that-Was" [Firefly/Serenity]—The original home of humans.
Earth could no longer sustain human life so a large population emigrated
from Earth to a new star system in generation ships. Simon has knowledge
of Earth-that-was comparing Mudders and Mudder’s Milk (*Jayne’s Town”) to

ancient Egyptians. [Tori Warenik]

Elevators, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—The Elevators move within the
facility, underneath the cabin in the woods, taking the various imprisoned
monsters from their cages to their prey; once they are done they are called
back by technicians. The Fool and the Virgin end up in the elevators
because the Fool stumbles upon a hidden control box and because he is not
under the affects of the drugs as the others are, is able to wire the elevator
to run without the technicians. The two use the elevators to get into the

facility, and, they hope, away from danger. [Tori Warenik]

engagement [Dollhouse]—A mission or assignment completed by an

active. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Evil League of Evil [Dr. Horrible]—An association of supervillains, led by
Bad Horse and including Fake Thomas Jefferson, Dead Bowie, Fury Leika,

Professor Normal, and Snake Elite.]

Evolving/Evolution [Dollhouse]—Changes in an Active’s behavior while in
doll state. Most instinctual evolutions can be halted or are otherwise

harmless (such as grouping); however biological evolutions such as those
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experienced by Alpha and Echo are impossible to stop and usually result in

the Active being sent to the Attic. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

extraction [Dollhouse]—Forced removal of an Active and/or handler from

an engagement. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Ezra [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets located in the Georgia
system. It is orbited by Niska’s Skyplex where Mal and Wash are tortured.]

fanfic—Fan fiction written by fans of any and all of Joss Whedon's works.
Usually fanfic is written after a show ends or before the start of another
season. Fanfic also usually includes pairing characters together who
ordinarily wouldn't be. For instance, Angel and Spike romantically linked.
[Tori Warenik]

Fanty and Mingo [Serenity]—Beaumonde-based twin criminals,

specializing in fencing, who hire Mal and his crew in Serenity.
Firefly class [Firefly/Serenity]l]—Serenity's spacecraft type.]

First Evil, the [BtVS]—First appearing in the Season 3 episode, "Amends,"
The First claims to be the root of all evil, a non-corporeal power that uses
psychological manipulation to torment its victims. The First returns in

Season 7 as the Big Bad the Scoobies must face. [Dawn Schock]
First Slayer, the [BtVS]—

Fool, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—One of the five archetypal
characters (also including The Whore, The Athlete, The Scholar, and the
Virgin) who annually gather at the cabin in the woods in order to be ritually

slaughtered.]

Fox—A media conglomerate Whedon worked with to air his shows Firefly
and Dollhouse. Whedon fans do not like Fox and blame the channel for

cancelling both Firefly and Dollhouse prematurely. [Tori Warenik] ]
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freeze ray [Dr. Horrible]—A malfunctioning Dr. Horrible-invented weapon,
used by him to stop Captain Hammer in his tracks before attempting to kill
him with his Death Ray.]

funny, the—In Whedonspeak, another word for humor.

Galway, Ireland [BtVS]—The birthplace of Liam, who would become the

vampire Angelus when sired in 1753 by the vampire Darla. [Cori Mathis]

Gem of Amarra [BtVS/Angel]—A mystical ring that gives its vampire
wearer increased abilities, the most impressive of which is the immunity to
sunlight and staking. Spike returns to Sunnydale to find it and succeeds,
but Buffy takes it from him and has Oz take it to Angel in Los Angeles. After
defeating Marcus, a vampire torturer in league with Spike, Angel destroys
the ring, as its existence would tempt him to stay in the daylight, leaving

the victims of the dark without a protector. [Cori Mathis]

glitch/glitching [Dollhouse]—An Active's experience of memories from
"actual" life or past engagements while in doll state or on another
engagement. Also, experiencing an imprint personality in a manner other
than anticipated by the programmer glitch. See also Off Program,
Engagement, Doll State, Active / Doll, Imprint, Actual. [Sarah Gray-

Panesi]

Greenleaf [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets in the Red Sun
system. Because of its massive jungles and rainforests, it is the home base
of many pharmaceutical companies who harvest the life-saving elements out
of the plants to manufacture a variety of medications. Its moon is Dyton.

[Sara Hays]

grouping [Dollhouse]—Survival pattern adopted by some Actives in doll
state characterized by instinctive "herding" with other specific Actives.

[Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Guardians, The [BtVS]—Mystical women who watch over the Shadow Men,

and their descendants (Watchers). These women created the scythe,
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bestowing the essence of the slayer upon it. The last remaining guardian
gives Buffy the scythe to aid her in winning the impending battle with The
First. [Dawn Schock]

Haddyn [Fray]—Manhattan. [Tori Warenik]
hammer [Dr. Horrible]—The penis (specifically, Captain Hammer's penis)]

handler [Dollhouse]—A Dollhouse security agent assigned to protect one
specific Active. Actives and Handlers go through a process of bonding to
ensure the Active trust his or her Handler completely. [Sarah Gray-

Panesi]

handler-active bond or imprint [Dollhouse]—Procedure completed in the
Chair that causes the Active to trust his/her handler "without question or
hesitation." [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Hands of Blue [Firefly/Serenity]—River says, "two by two, hands of

blue," in reference to two mysterious men who wore suits and blue gloves,
and worked for the Alliance at the facility River was held in. [Tori

Warenik]

Harbinger, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—The Harbinger is an employee
of the shadowy corporation that controls the cabin. The Harbinger is tasked
to warn sacrificial victims to stay away from the cabin. In the film, the role
of The Harbinger is played by the creepy gas station attendant Mordecai
(Tim de Zarn), who warns the group of friends about the dangers that lurk
in the woods. It is up to the sacrificial victims to heed The Harbinger’s

ominous warning or to proceed to the cabin anyway. [Dan Copp]

Harvest, The [BtVS]—Appearing in the second episode of Buffy, the

Harvest is a ritual in which a Master vampire can draw power from one of
his minions, known as a vessel. This ritual can only be performed once a
century on a certain night. In this instance, The Master attempted to use

Luke, his vessel, in order to escape his imprisonment. [Dawn Schock]
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Hauer, Rutger [BtVS the Movie]—A Dutch-born actor who portrays Lothos
in the 1992 film Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Lothos is an ancient vampire king
and serves as the film’s "Big Bad.” [Dan Copp]

Helicarrier [The Avengers]—The primary base of operations for
S.H.I.E.L.D., a flying aircraft carrier outfitted with state of the art

technology. [Tom Cruz]

Hellmouth [BtVS]—A fissure allowing demonic traffic between earth and
hell dimensions, located in Sunnydale, California directly under the library
of the old high school and under the principal’s office of the new school, the
presence of which accounts for the unusually high level of supernatural
activity in Sunnydale. In the series finale, Spike sacrifices himself to
collapse the Hellmouth, causing the entire city to be turned into a giant

crater. Another Hellmouth can be found in Cleveland. [Sara Hays]

Henchman's Union [Dr. Horrible]—A group of henchman not horrible
enough to be in the Evil League of Evil. Moist, Dr. Horrible’s friend, is a
member, among others. Dr. Horrible, however, rejects the idea of

membership in it. [Tori Warenik]

Hera [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets located in the Georgia
system. It is primarily an agricultural planet and a large source of food for
the system, but it is mostly famous as the location of the Battle the

Serenity Valley. [Sara Hays]

Hero of Canton, the [Firefly/Serenity]—The title given to Jayne Cobb by
the poor people of Canton who benefitted from his inadvertent charity.

[Sara Hays]

Higgins' Moon [Firefly/Serenity]—The second moon of the border planet
Harvest in the Red Sun system. It is the location of a clay mine and most

famous in the Firefly fandom as the location of Jaynestown. [Sara Hays]
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Highgate [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the rim planets in the Blue Sun
system (not to be confused with the Blue Sun Corporation). Its moons are

Stonewall and Perth. [Sara Hays]

Hostle 17 [BtVS]—The designation given to Spike when he is captured and

experimented on by the Initiative. [Sara Hays]

houses [Dollhouse]—Individual secret locations around the world where

Actives are kept ready for engagements. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Hyperion Hotel [Angel]—A once thriving, no-longer-in-business Los
Angeles establishment that becomes the location of Angel

Investigations.]

Immortal, the [BtVS/Angel]—A vampire with a number of talents and
accomplishments to his name, he works in the name of self-interest. Known
to be very charming and attractive, Angel and Spike hate him, having had a
number of run-ins with him. The Immortal captured and tortured them so he
could seduce Darla and Drusilla (at the same time, something they always
denied Angel and Spike). Their enmity grows after they hear reports he is

dating Buffy, but it turns out he was with her decoy in Rome. [Cori Mathis]

imprint [Dollhouse]—Personalities developed by each House's programmer
from scans of actual people then uploaded to the Active's brain via The

Chair. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Initiative, the [BtVS]—A top secret military program established to
monitor and study supernatural activity in Sunnydale. Its sophisticated
facilities are located under UC Sunnydale, and the covert operatives use the
university as a cover for the program. They take Spike hostage and implant
an experimental chip in his brain which prevents him from harming humans.
Buffy becomes romantically involved with one of the operatives, Riley Finn.

[Sara Hays]

Jeunet, Jean-Pierre [Alien Resurrection]—Director of Alien Resurrection.

French born, Jeneut received no formal film training. He didn't particularly
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like the style of French New Wave, preferring the styles of comics and
animation, which he studied for some time at Cinemation Studios. He is best
known as one of the founding creators of Film du Look, a film style that
incorporates surrealism into the everyday. This technique is a prominent
feature in his film, Amelie. Following the filming of Alien: Resurrection,
Jeneut renounced the global cinematic formula and began creating his own
style of filmmaking, mentioned above, making a pact with himself to

contribute to the national heritage of French cinema. [Dawn Schock]

Jiangyin [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets in the Red Sun
system. It is where a group of superstitious, reclusive hills people kidnap
River and Simon and force him to be their doctor in the episode “"Safe.” Its

moons are Dangun, Rhilidore, and Tongyi. [Sara Hays]

Kerry [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets located in the Georgia

system. Not much is known about it otherwise. [Sara Hays]
Kevins, the Two [Waterworld]

Key, The [BtVS]—Ancient mystical energy created to unlock the doors
between all dimensions. The Order of Dagon was founded to protect it from
those who might use it for evil, buy in 2000, under threat from the hell god
Glorificus, the monks gave the Key human form and sent it to the Slayer in
the form of a biological sister, Dawn. Dawn was eventually captured and her
blood let to open dimensions; Buffy stopped the ritual by sacrificing herself
(in "The Gift"). After, Dawn assumes she is no longer the Key; as she says,
"If I am, I don't open anything anymore" ("Bargaining,” Part 1 [6.1]) [Cori
Mathis]

Knights of Byzantium [BtVS]—An ancient order dedicated to the defeat of

Glory, a deity from another dimension.]

Kuzui, Fran Rubel [BtVS the Movie, BtVS, Angel]l]—Married to Kaz Kuzui.

She was the director and executive producer of the Buffy movie and was
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given producer credits for the Buffy TV series and Angel even though she

was not involved in the productions. [Sara Hays]

Kuzui, Kaz [BtVS the Movie, BtVS, Angel]—Japanese film producer and
founder of Kuzui Enterprises. He holds partial rights to the Buffy character
and is given executive producer credit on Buffy and Angel but had no real

involvement with the productions. [Sara Hays]

Lassiter, the [Firefly/Serenity]—The priceless Earth-that-was artifact -
the first version of the laser pistol - which the Serenity crew conspires to

steal from the Bellerophon Estates using the plans of Saffron. [Sara Hays]

Leviathans [The Avengers]—Named after the biblical sea monster,
Leviathans are large biomechanical warships used by the Chitauri during

their climactic invasion of Earth in the film The Avengers. [Dan Copp]

Liann Juin [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the Central Planets located in the

White Sun system. Not much is known about it otherwise. [Sara Hays]

Londinium [Firefly/Serenity]—One of two sister planets (the other being
Sihnon) which were the prominent worlds of the Central Planets and home
base of the Alliance; it is located in the White Sun system, which is
essentially the center of the 'Verse. It was one of the first planets
colonized, primarily because its atmosphere is the most like that of Earth-
that-was. The main function of Londinium is politics, being the location of
the Alliance Parliament, but it is also the home of many museums housing
both history and art, mainly of Western cultures. Its two moons are

Balkerne and Colchester. [Sara Hays]

Los Angeles [Angel]—The City of Angels is appropriately the setting of the
Buffy spin-off Angel. [Sara Hays]

Lurks [Fray]—Vampires in the future. [Tori Warenik]

M.O0.0. [Mothers Opposed to the Occult] [BtVS]—An organization

composed of Sunnydale parents, created and led by Joyce Summers. Joyce

thought she was reacting to the brutal ritual sacrifice of two children, but
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she was really a pawn in a demon's scheme to set the citizens of Sunnydale
against each other. Before its disbanding, M.0.0. confiscated Rupert Giles's
books and nearly burned Buffy, Willow, and Amy at the stake. [Cori
Mathis]

Madrassa [Firefly/Serenity]—Inara's companion house - "madrassa" is

the Arabic word for "school." [Sara Hays]

Magic Box, the [BtVS]—A Sunnydale, California shop, owned by Rupert

Giles, that becomes the headquarters of the Scooby Gang in Season 5-7.]

Mann, Aimee [BtVS]—The only act at the Bronze to really acknowledge the
strange goings-on in Sunnydale: "Man, I hate playing vampire towns," she

complains in "Sleeper," after a vampire dusting interrupts her set. Also the
only non-fictional musical act in BtVS to have a speaking part. [Cori

Mathis]

micro studios—A small-scale operation creating and producing movies and

television.]

Miranda [Firefly/Serenity]—The outermost planet in the ‘Verse. The
Alliance spread the information that Miranda was a black rock planet which
had resisted terraforming, and many actually thought it was a myth, but the
Serenity crew discovered that the people of the once-thriving Miranda were
the victims of a behavioral experiment gone wrong. In seeking to modify its
inhabitants to be peaceful, using G-23 paxilon hydrochlorate (“Pax"), 99%
of the population became passive, though they lost the will to live. For 1%
of Miranda's populace, the modification had the opposite effect, and these
ultra-violent individuals butchered the Alliance scientists and eventually

becoming the Reavers.[Sara Hays, Tori Warenik]
Mr. Pointy [BtVS]—The name of Buffy's favorite stake. [Sara Hays]

Mr. Pointy Award—An award given by the editors of Slayage each year to

recognize outstanding contributions to Buffy Studies scholarship. Awards
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are given for the best book and essay of the year, as well as for the best

paper given at the Slayage conference. [Cori Mathis]

Mr. Rogers [BtVS]—The subject of what Willow claims (in "Gingerbread")
is the only conversation over three minutes she has had with her mother
Sheila, who is concerned with what she sees as the patriarchal bias of the
show (King Friday apparently lords it over all the other puppets). [Cori
Mathis]

mudder [Firefly/Serenity]—The slang term used (in "Jaynestown") to

refer to the clay miners of Canton. [Sara Hays]

mudder's milk [Firefly/Serenity]—The alcoholic beverage drunk by the

mudders (in "Jaynestown") and served in the Canton bar. [Sara Hays]

Muir [Firefly/Serenity]—Muir; Firefly/Serenity; One of the rim planets in
the Blue Sun system (not to be confused with the Blue Sun Corporation).

Not much is known about it otherwise. [Sara Hays]

Mutant Enemy—Joss Whedon's production company, created in 1997 to
produce Buffy and all Whedon's subsequent projects. Famous "Grr, Argh,"

pairs with the drawing of a baddie chasing something. [Tori Warenik]

Nerf Herder [BtVS]—A pop punk band who might be best known for
composing Buffy's theme song. In a nod to fans, they were also the last

band to play at the Bronze. [Cori Mathis]

Neural Apocalypse, or Thought-pocalypse [Dollhouse] [Dollhouse]—The end of
the world as we know it, brought about by a device invented by Topher Brink
which allows Rossum to wipe nearly everyone on Earth. [Sarah Gray-
Panesi]1630 Revello Drive, Sunnydale, CA [BtVS]—The address of Buffy
and Joyce Summers's home. Later residents include Dawn Summers, Willow
Rosenberg, and Tara Maclay. By season seven, the location of the Slayer's
headquarters and residence of most of her army. Sadly, now underground
with the rest of Sunnydale. [Cori Mathis]
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Neuropolis [Dollhouse]—Once Tucson, AZ, this is the seat of Rossum's

leader after the neural apocalypse. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]
NorAm [Fray]—North America. [Tori Warenik]

Off Program [Dollhouse]—Responding to an imprint in @ manner other

than anticipated. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Old Ones, the [Angel]—Pure demons who walked the earth centuries ago,
waging war with one another. Those who were slain were buried in The

Deeper Well to prevent their resurrection. [Dawn Schock]

One Who Will Lead, the [Fray]—Harth, the twin to Melaka who becomes a
vampire, has the Slayer dreams and will open the gateway to bring the Old
Ones back. [Tori Warenik]

operatives [Firefly/Serenity]—Special bounty hunters working for the
Alliance but above the law. Their existence is not acknowledged by
government, and they forfeit their identities, but their status gives them
access almost anywhere. They are something like a black ops agent and
carry out special assignments which require unique skills. The Serenity crew
are tracked by an operative in the movie Serenity, and there are hints that

Shepherd Book may have been an operative in the past. [Sara Hays]

Oracles [Angel]—Also referred to as the knowing ones, the oracles (one
male and one female) are servants of the Powers that Be. Angel first
encounters the Oracles after a battle with the Mohra Demon turns Angel into
a human, when he asks them to reverse time so he can continue the fight
for good. He encounters them again following Doyle's death, when he asks
them to reverse time again to bring Doyle back, but they refuse. The

Oracles are eventually killed by a demon named Vocah. [Dawn Schock]

Orb of Thesulah [BtVS]—The magical object which Jenny Calendar plans

to use and Willow does use to restore Angel's soul. [Sara Hays]

Order of the Black Thorn [Angel]—One of the Central Planets located in

the White Sun system, a particularly wealthy one home to many influential
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families, including the Tams. Ironically, Osiris has both a significant
criminal presence as well as being the home of the Alliance judicial system
where the High Court hears important cases. The most prestigious law

school in the Core is also there at the University of Osiris. [Sara Hays]
Osiris [Firefly/Serenity]

P.E.G.A.S.U.S. [The Avengers]—An acronym that stands for Potential
Energy Group Alternate Sources United States. It is a research facility
funded and operated by the Dept. of Energy to investigate alternate energy
sources beyond the usual. In The Avengers it is the facility where the

Tesseract is being studied. [Lisa Jass]

Persephone [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the Central Planets located in the
White Sun system, although it is on the outer edge of the Core and closer to
the border planets than the other Central Planets. It is the location of the
Eavesdown Docks where the Serenity docks in the first episode “Serenity”
and picks up Simon and River Tam, Shepherd Book, and Lawrence Dobson
as passengers. Persephone is also the location of Badger’s base of
operations and ball which Mal, Kaylee, and Inara attend in the episode

“Shindig,” resulting in a duel between Mal and Atherton Wing. [Sara Hays]

Pixar [Toy Story]—Now one of the foremost animation companies in the
world, Pixar was founded in 1986 when Steve Jobs purchased the Computer
Graphic Division of LucasFilm from George Lucas. In 1995, Pixar and Disney
produced Toy Story, the world’s first computer animated feature film. The
movie was famously script-doctored by Whedon, who was called in by John
Lasseter, Creative Director of Pixar. Whedon was given screenwriting credit
on the film, along with the animators. One of the famous characters he
added was the T-Rex, Rex. The relationship between Whedon and Disney
continues to thrive as he was tapped to write the treatment for Atlantis:
The Lost Empire (2001) and the blockbuster giant, The Avengers (2012).
[Tori Warenik]
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Pods [Dollhouse]—Engineered niches cut into the floor in which Actives
sleep. While in the pods, Actives are fed a constant stream of drugs to
keep them docile and/or unconscious, and, like their treatments, they are

programmed to enjoy them. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Portal, the [The Avengers]—An opening in the universe that allows other
species to come to Earth. In The Avengers, Loki uses the Tessaract to open

a portal over New York and allow the Chitauri to come through. [Lisa Jass]

potentials [BtVS]—Young girls who are possible candidates to become the
slayer if the current slayer is killed. They have above average strength and
agility but not as much as the slayer herself, and they also often have
dreams of the past lives of slayers. The Watcher’s Council finds most of
them and assigns them a watcher to train them in case they are called, but
some remain unaware of their calling unless they are chosen, much like
Buffy. In season 7, the First Evil sends and army of Bringers to track down
and kill all of the potentials and their watchers, so Giles finds and harbors
as many as he can in Sunnydale at Buffy’s house. Eventually, Willow does a
spell which unlocks the slayer magic and calls all of the potentials at once,

making them all slayers simultaneously. [Sara Hays]

Powers That Be, the [Angel]--Also known as the PTB, they existed first in
this dimension, even before the Old Ones. After leaving, they became forces
of good, watching over human beings and sometimes stepping in via visions
and messengers in order to cement their version of the grand design. [Cori
Mathis]

Pylea [Angel]—The alternate dimension which is the home of Lorne, the
Host. The dominate life form is demons, and humans are called “slaves” and
are treated like cattle. Team Angel visits the dimension by going through a
portal in order retrieve Cordelia, who had been accidentally sucked through.
While there, they discover Fred (Winifred Burkle), a woman from our

dimension who had become trapped there five years previously, and they
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bring her home with them. Incidentally, the sun of Pylea is not deadly to

Angel, and he can also see his reflection. [Sara Hays]

Quor-Toth [Angel—"The Darkest of the Dark Worlds," Quor-Toth is the hell
dimension Holtz escapes to after kidnapping baby Connor. Unlike other
dimensions, Quor-Toth cannot be accessed by a portal, like Pylea. Instead,
it can only be accessed through an intensive ritual that involves tearing the

fabric of reality (much like Glory's home dimension). [Dawn Schock]

reader [Firefly/Serenity]—A psychic (like River); someone who "sees into
the truth of things.” [Dawn Schock]

Reavers [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the few creatures our fearless crew is
afraid of. Creatures who were once humans who live on the fringes of space
and have become animalistic and cannibals. At one point Zoe says, "they'll
rape us to death, eat our flesh, and sew our skins into their clothing - and

if we're very, very lucky, they'll do it in that order." [Tori Warenik]

Regina [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the border planets located in the
Georgia system. It was a mining planet on which everyone was suffering
from the degenerative disease Bowden’s Malady. It is the location of the

episode “The Train Job.” [Sara Hays]

Remote Imprint [Dollhouse]—Imprinting anyone with another personality

without the use of The Chair. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Remote Wipe [Dollhouse]—Removal of an Active’s imprint personality

without The Chair. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Reubens, Paul [BtVS the Movie]—The actor, best known as the
creator/performer of Pee-Wee Herman, who plays Amilyn, the lackey of the
principle villain Lothos. He memorably gets his arm ripped off and spends
much of the movie as the butt of numerous jokes about it. His endless

death scene is one of the film's highlights. [Sara Hays]

Ritual of Restoration [BtVS]—Ritual of Restoration--A curse that restores

a vampire's soul, intended to make them suffer for eternity by having their
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human soul live in grief and remorse over the things they had done as a
vampire. The curse will be broken if the vampire experiences a moment of
true happiness, as the curse is not intended to be a gift, but an everlasting
punishment. The Kalderash clan originally used it on Angelus; it has since

been used twice by Willow Rosenberg for the same purpose. [Cori Mathis]

Rossum Corporation [Dol/llhouse]—The evil multi-national corporation

that owns and operates multiple Dollhouses worldwide.

S.H.I.E.L.D. [The Avengers]—Originally standing for Supreme
Headquarters, International Espionage, Law-Enforcement Division, the
espionage and law enforcement agency in the Marvel verse, and responsible
for creating the Avengers Initiative. The acronym was changed in 1991 to
Strategic Hazard Intervention Espionage Logistics Directorate. [Dawn
Schock]

S.I.T. (Slayer in Training) [BtVS]—Slayer [BtVS]—"Into every
generation a slayer is born: one girl in all the world, a chosen one. She
alone will wield the strength and skill to fight the vampires, demons, and
the forces of darkness. She is the Slayer." The first Slayer was created long
ago by a group of African tribesmen, who used powerful magic to infuse a
captive girl with the spirit and powers of a demon. This gave the girl great
strength and other talents, enabling her to combat supernatural creatures.
The Shadow Men's descendants went on to form the Watchers' Council, an
organization dedicated to finding, training, and supporting Slayers. Due to
the violent nature of the Slayer’s mission, their lives are usually quite
short, so the Watcher’s Council typically sends its members to locate and
train other girls to serve as Potential Slayers. When the Slayer dies, a
Potential receives her powers and takes her place. This process continued
until Buffy defeated The First Evil, and immediately all Potential girls,
whether found or not, were imbued with Slayer powers. At the end of
Season Eight, Buffy destroys the Seed of Wonder, affecting the magical

world; while all active Slayers present on Earth remain, no new Slayers can
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be called. However, as the demon population resurfaces significantly,
Melaka Fray receives Slayer abilities to fulfill her mission in the distant
future. [Luke Patton]

Safe Haven [Dollhouse]—A stronghold set up by Echo and other fugitive
Actives and Actuals after the neural apocalypse from they raid nearby
Neuropolis for supplies and plot Rossum's destruction. [Sarah Gray-

Panesi]

Salisbury [Firefly/Serenity]—One of the rim planets in the Kalidasa

system. Not much is known about it otherwise. [Sara Hays]

Scholar, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—One of the five archetypal
characters (also including The Whore, The Athlete, The Fool, and the Virgin)
who annually gather at the cabin in the woods in order to be ritually
slaughtered.]—School of Whedon [ ]—The group of actors, writers,
directors, and producers who work with Joss Whedon, many of them on a

repeated basis. [Sara Hays]

Scooby Gang, the [BtVS]—The group of friends--originally Willow and
Xander, but later including Cordelia, Oz, Dawn, Tara, Anya, and Spike--who

know about and support the Slayer. [Sara Hays]

script doctor—A writer called in when a film production needs a new set of
eyes on a script to help fix plot holes, character arcs, and sometimes whole

acts. [Tori Warenik]

Scrub [Dollhouse]—Minute detailed wiping of all residual imprint
information from an Active’s brain usually only performed if the Active has
been glitching or if the House has experienced a security breach. [Sarah

Gray-Panesi]

scrubbing [Dollhouse]—Scrubbing, a more careful and thorough method
of wiping, which occurs if an Active has been glitching or if the Dollhouse

has experienced a security breach. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]
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Scythe, the [BtVS]—An ancient weapon forged by the Guardians for the
slayer and hidden from the Shadow Men (who became the Watcher’s
Council). The weapon’s official name is "m®” but is usually referred to as
simply the Scythe. Buffy pulled it out of a stone a la Arthur and Excalibur,
and at the end of the series, Willow uses it to do a spell which unlocks the

slayer magic and calls all potential slayers at once. [Sara Hays]

Seal of Danzalthar, the [BtVS]—The seal is what covers the opening of
the hellmouth and serves as the gateway between the hell dimensions. It is
imprinted with the head of a goat with its tongue sticking out. It is opened

by spilling blood on it. [Sara Hays]

Senior Partners [Angel]—The Wolf, the Ram, and the Hart, the senior
partners are powerful interdemensional demons (though in Illyria's day,
they were not considered to be powerful) who become Angel's greatest
adversary throughout the series. Like the Old Ones, they were driven out of
this demension, unable to return in their true forms. Due to this, and the
resulting lack of power associated with it, the Senior Partners created
Wolfram and Hart and the Cicle of the Black Thorn as a way to ascert their
control in this demension. Aware of prophecies, in the comics, the Senior
Partners escaped earth on an interdemensional spacecraft prior to the
demensional upheaval brought about by Twilight. Currently, the Senior
Partners are stranded in an alternate demension as a result of Buffy and

Kennedy defeating Koh. [Dawn Schock]

Serenity [Firefly/Serenity]—Serenity is a Firefly-class transport ship Mal
Reynolds buys at the end of the war with the Alliance. The ship's name
comes from the Battle of Serenity Valley where Mal, Zoe, and the
Browncoats took their last stand against the Alliance. Serenity is also (1)
the name of the intended pilot of Firefly and (2) the name of the companion

movie to Firefly. [Tori Warenik]

Shadow [Firefly/Serenity]—A border planet located in the Georgia

system. It was once a flourishing planet covered in plains, grain farms, and
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cattle ranches, but it was bombed so heavily during the Unification War that
it became a ghost planet, nothing but a charred, black rock completely

uninhabitable by humans. [Sara Hays]

Shadow Caster [BtVS]—Given to Buffy by Robin Wood, the Shadow Caster
is a part of a slayer "kit" that was to be passed down from generation to
generation. Following his mother (Nikki Woods) death, Robin help onto this
kit (perhaps as a way to remember his mother). The shadow caster is
designed to be used with a mystical book, and is meant to serve as a
translating text/portal to the Shadow Men. As the Shadow Caster spins, the
images become enchanted, opening a portal. It is through this encounter
that Buffy "sees" (for one cannot simply be shown or watch) the true origins

of the first slayer. [Dawn Schock]

Shadow Men, the [BtVS]—A group of powerful African shamans who
created the first slayer and whose descendants became the Watcher’s

Council. [Sara Hays]

Shanshu Prophecy [Angel]—Contained in the scrolls of Aberjian, the
Shanshu prophecy, which first appears in season one of Angel, states that a
vampire with a soul will play a major part in the coming apocalypse.
Originally interpreted by Wesley to mean this vampire would die as a result
of his trials, it is later revealed that shanshu means both "to live" and "to
die." This leads Wesley to conclude the prophecy states the vampire with a
soul will be returned to human form as a reward for his part in the
Apocalypse. The prophecy becomes more complicated in season five, when
Spike is resurrected after having died a champion in the series finale of
Buffy. However, near the end of the series, Angel reveals that he signed his
right to the prophecy away in order to infiltrate The Circle. However, Angel:
After the Fall reveals Angel's signature was never filed before the firm was
destroyed and he still has a chance at being the vampire in the prophecy.
[Dawn Schock]
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shawarma [The Avengers]—The Levantine Arab meat dish (a composite of
lambm chicken, turkey, beef, veal, mixed meats) which Tony Stark suggests
the Avengers go out to eat after the big battle with Loki. They are seen
eating it, while in full costume/gear, in an extra scene after the credits.

[Sara Hays]

shepard [Firefly/Serenity]—A type of cleric or spiritual advisor. Shepherd

Book is a member of this order. [Daniel Copp]
shiny [Firefly/Serenity]—Anything that is "cool." [Tori Warenik]

Sihnon [Firefly/Serenity]—One of two sister planets (the other being
Londinium) which were the prominent worlds of the Central Planets and
home base of the Alliance; it is located in the White Sun system, which is
essentially the center of the 'Verse. Sihnon (pronounced SEE-non) is the
seat of Eastern Civilization, and it is where companions receive their
training. It is also the location of the Cultural Preservation Enclaves (CPE)
where minority cultures from Earth-that-was are preserved in Epcotesque

boroughs. Its moons are Airen, Xiansheng, and Xiaojie. [Sara Hays]

Sleeper Active [Dollhouse]—An Active imprinted with Sleeper Protocol
will behave as a normal person until he or she hears a trigger code, after
which he or she will function as a lethal assassin until a second trigger code

is spoken and the Sleeper returns to normal. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Smile Time [Angel]—The name of the children's television show run by
demonic puppets, the investigation of which causes Angel to also become

[in "Smile Time"] a puppet. [Sara Hays]

Southdown Abbey [Firefly/Serenity]—The abbey on Persephone where
Shepherd Book studied. [Sara Hays]

space opera [Firefly/Serenity]—A science fiction subgenre that
emphasizes adventure, space faring, space battles, futuristic settings,
politics, and romance. Unlike hard science fiction, scientific concepts and

technology are secondary to the plot. [Daniel Copp]
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Stearns, Lee—Joss Whedon’s mother.

Sunnydale High School [BtVS]—Buffy and her friends are high school
students for the first three seasons, and most of the action takes place in
and around their school, Sunnydale High. It is destroyed on graduation day
at the end of season 3 during the battle which results from Mayor Richard

Wilkins’s Ascension. [Sara Hays]

Sunnydale High School Library [BtVS]—The original headquarters of the
Scooby Gang. Buffy’s watcher Giles is also the school’s librarian, which
offers the perfect cover for him to conduct research on demons and rituals
and also to interact with Buffy and the other Scoobies. When the school is
destroyed at the end of season 3, the Scooby headquarters moves to The

Magic Box. [Sara Hays]

Sunnydale, California [BtVS]—The town which is the setting of the Buffy
TV series. It is situated over a hell mouth, which accounts for its high level

of supernatural activity. [Sara Hays]

Sutherland, Donald [BtVS the Movie]—The actor who played Buffy’s first
watcher Merrick. He is killed by Lothos. [Sara Hays]

tech [Dollhouse]—Any electronic device that could possibly receive a

signal from Rossum. [Sarah Gray-Panesi]

Tesseract [The Avengers]—The Cosmic Cube of comic book lore, an artifact
capable of producing immense power enough to rip holes in the fabric of
space to produce large portals or power futuristic HYDRA weaponry. [Tom

Cruz]

treatment [Do/llhouse]—Code word used during an engagement to coax an
Active back to the Dollhouse ("Would you like a treatment?") or to coax an
Active in doll state to the imprint room. Actives are programmed to enjoy
their treatments and should cease whatever action they are engaged in to
have one. See also Houses / Dollhouse, Active / Doll, Imprint Room. [Sarah

Gray-Panesi]
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Trio/Troika [BtVS]—The group of self-proclaimed criminal masterminds
who consider the slayer to be their arch nemesis. Comprised of Warren,
Jonathan, and Andrew. [Sara Hays]—Unification Day
[Firefly/Serenity]—A holiday celebrated annually in the 'Verse which
commemorates the end of the War of Unification. Also called "U Day." [Sara

Hays]

Unification War [Firefly/Serenity]—A war fought between the Alliance
and the Independents for five hard years. The war started because the
outer planets were not getting much needed supplies and support from the
Alliance so they seceded from them and built up their own power. The

Alliance would not stand for this and went to war. [Tori Warenik]

University of California, Sunnydale [BtVS]—When Buffy and the
Scoobies graduate high school at the end of Season 3 (and the high school
is destroyed), the action of the series moves to UC Sunnydale where Buffy,
Willow, and Oz matriculate. Among the other students enrolled there are
Riley Finn and Tara Macclay. The University is destroyed when Sunnydale is

crater in "Chosen," Buffy's series finale. [Sara Hays]

UPN [BtVS]—The netlet that was BtVS's home for its final two seasons
after the series left the WB. Later, UPN and the WB merged to create the
CW. [Cori Mathis]

Vengeance Demon [BtVS]—A species of demon led by D'Hoffryn. Each is
female and exacts vengeance on behalf of the victimized. Their powers
come from amulets worn around their necks. Anya Jenkins was once the
vengeance demon Anyanka and specialized in women wronged by lovers;
her friend Halfrek focused on children with neglectful parents or guardians.
[Cori Mathis]

Vera [Firefly/Serenity]—The name of Jayne's favorite gun. [Sara Hays]
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'Verse [Firefly/Serenity]—The '‘Verse is “Firefly speak” for the word
“universe,” which includes all of the known planets, stars, and moons

settled by colonists who emigrated from the “Earth that Was.” [Dan Copp]

Virgin, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—One of the five archetypal
characters (also including The Whore, The Athlete, The Scholar, and The
Fool) who annually gather at the cabin in the woods; does not necessarily
need to die).]—Watcher [BtVS]—Mentor to the Slayer who prepares her to

fight demonic forces. [Tori Warenik]

Watchers Council [BtVS]—A secret society calling themselves The
Watcher’s Council of Britain, this group of men groom and train Watchers.
Over the years they have grown arrogant and see themselves as above their
wards, the Slayers. It is the Watcher’s Council’s responsibility to place a
Watcher with a Slayer, training her until she is ready to fight vampires and
demons. Additionally, they must keep diaries, chronicling the lives of their
Slayer. Throughout the course of BtVS, the Council falls at the hands of the
First and must rebuild from within. It is in the comic Buffy the Vampire
Slayer Season Eight we learn in a conversation between Giles and Faith that

he is the Watcher’s Council. [Tori Warenik]

wedge [Dollhouse]—External hard drives on which imprints and original
personalities for Active's are stored. Each Active has his or her own set of
wedges including their original personality and a back up. [Sarah Gray-

Panesi]

weird stuff [Dr. Horrible]—Sexual activity rumored to take place after the
first encounter.]—Wesleyan Mafia [ ]—Graduates of Wesleyan University,
many students of Jeanine Basinger, now working in Hollywood. Prominent
members include Joss Whedon, Michael Bay, Matthew Weiner, and Bradley
Whitford.

Whedon, John—Father of Tom Whedon and grandfather of Joss.
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Whedon, Tom—Television writer and father of Joss Whedon. Writing credits
include Captain Kangaroo, The Electric Company, and The Golden Girls.
[Dawn Schock]

Whesonesque [noun]—A fanbased website devoted to Joss Whedon and
his works. The site is a non-profit members-based weblog where fans can

share news about his past and upcoming projects. [Dawn Schock]

White Hats [BtVS]—The Sunnydale vampires’ term for the group of
vampire hunters lead by Giles in the "The Wish." [Sara Hays]

Whore, the [The Cabin in the Woods]—One of the five archetypal
characters (also including TThe Athlete, The Scholar, The Fool, and the
Virgin) who annually gather at the cabin in the woods in order to be ritually

slaughtered.

Winchester School (UK)—The private school near London from which

Whedon graduated after initialing attending during his mother’s sabbatical.

wipe [Dollhouse]—Removal of an Active's engagement personality. [Sarah

Gray-Panesi]

Wolfram and Hart [Angel]—An ancient law firm whose clients comprise all
of the baddies and evildoers in this, and many other, dimensions. It is a
major firm run by the Senior Partners which has its fingers in practically
every supernatural pie. Even though it is the major threat to Angel
Investigations throughout the series, Angel becomes the CEO of the Los
Angeles branch in the last season (season 5), at which point he and his
team (Wesley, Fred, Gunn, and Lorne) try to use the firm’s resources to do

good. [Sara Hays]

World Security Council [The Avengers]—The talking heads who

supposedly control/oversee S.H.I.E.L.D.

Yellow Crayon [BtVS]—A reference to Willow and Xander's first day of

kindergarten, when she broke the yellow crayon and cried because she was
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too afraid to tell the teacher. Xander tells Dark Willow this story to remind

her that he loves her no matter who she is or what she does. [Cori Mathis]



